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2nd Sunday of Lent

The Catholic Parish of Sacred Heart & St Columba  
Our Parish is a Christian community which welcomes all  

to walk together in a spirit of compassion, justice and hope.

St Columba Church 

cnr Glenhuntly & Normandy Rds    
Elwood 3184 

Sacred Heart Church 

83 Grey Street, St Kilda West 3182 

St Columba Primary School 

24 Glenhuntly Road Elwood 3184     
9531 6120; www.stcolumbasprimary.org 

Sacred Heart Mission 

87 Grey Street, St Kilda West 3182    
9537 1166; www.sacredheartmission.org 

PARISH HOUSE 

2 Normandy Road, Elwood 3184             
03 9531 6120; shsc@shscparish.org.au     

www.shscparish.org.au 

Parish Priest: Fr John Petrulis 
john@shscparish.org.au 

Pastoral Associate: Christine Mitchell 
christine@shscparish.org.au 

Youth Minister: India Mitchell-Fletcher 
indiashsc@hotmail.com 

Parish Administrator: Jane Hearnes 
jane@shscparish.org.au 

SHM Pastoral Care Workers: Belle Hann 
bhann@sacredheartmission.org 

St Columba Principal:                          
Daniella Maddalena 
dmaddalena@scelwood.catholic.edu.au 
Deputy Principal: Bern Bradley 
bernb@scelwood.catholic.edu.au      
REC: Natalie Cromie 
ncromie@scelwood.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Safeguarding Committee:              
Fr John Petrulis, Christine Mitchell, 
Daniella Maddalena, India Mitchell-
Fletcher and Jane Hearnes 

Parish Visiting Team: Lay Pastoral Care 
Group; Legion of Mary Groups                           
Call or email the Parish Office. 

St Vincent de Paul President: Jacquie 
Robillard  svdpeskw@gmail.com 

An extract from Salt of the Earth, Light of the World: A Spirituality of the Sunday 
Gospels, Year A  
by Peter Varengo, Morning Star Publications, Melbourne, 2014, pp.51-54. 
The sequence of Gospel readings throughout this Lenten season puts before us a 
series of events of encounters with Jesus taking place within the context of a 
journey. Jesus is the journeyman, his sights firmly set on Jerusalem – the place of 
final condemnation and death, but also the place of ultimate fulfilment in 
Resurrection. However, the sequence of events that dot this journey towards life 
beyond death and in spite of death, is neither casual nor random. Each event 
challenges the reader and the listener to become a journeyman by confronting 
specific situations in one’s life that make for continuous growth in faith as a personal 
and communal relationship with God and commitment to the Kingdom. Jesus’ 
journey is our journey, and the encounters along the road to Jerusalem are the 
inevitable challenges that make for authentic and mature discipleship. 
Today’s Gospel invites us to become the Peter, James and John of the story, called 
to face a totally and probably unwanted experience… It is a familiar story really; to 
follow the Lord often begins with letting this Jesus take us out of our tried and true, 
in order to face unplanned and unexpected life insecurities. We have to let go of 
personal plans and begin to trust this God who may well invite us to where we 
would rather not go… 
We have all been in that cloud with the disciples. To follow Jesus does not immunize 
us from anxiety, struggle, doubts, fear and confusion. Indeed, the greater the letting 
go of our own selves to God, the heavier the freight of negativity seems to weigh us 
down. Eventually the disciples have to let go of that exhilarating experience, go 
down that mountain into the commonality of every day, and continue the journey to 
Jerusalem, full of questions, hearing only foreboding words of suffering and death 
awaiting them at the end of their journey. It sounds like a cruel contradiction. They 
have just had the greatest mystical experience of God’s presence in their lives, and 
in the same breath the ecstasy turns into the nightmare of an uncertain and obscure 
future ahead. Ecstasy or nightmare, however, depend on one’s perspective and 
point of reference. Throughout the event on Mt Tabor, while the disciples are invited 
to witness the power and presence of God through Jesus, the focus of the story of 
transfiguration is not about the disciples’ turmoil, but about Jesus revealing himself 
in their midst as the very presence of God. Healed and reassured by his presence, 
Jesus now invites them to follow him down the mountain into the normal daily 
reality of their lives, where they are not transformed into ‘other-worldy human 
beings’ but given a new understanding (precisely, transfigured) in their 
understanding of God and of their relationship with him. 
Tabor offers us glimpses of God in his divine identity lived and expressed through 
Jesus’ mission of transformation and life-giving in the Kingdom. ‘Glimpses’ is the 
operative word engaging both memory and commitment. The memory of these 
glimpses must become the energy that leads us on when clouds gather around us 
and within us, when we stand by the bedside of a dying parent, when relationships 
become strained and children stray, when solitude turns into loneliness and 
loneliness becomes the only life companion. We need to remember then the 
glimpses of God, and we need to remember that Jesus touched those desperate 
and fearful disciples, reassuring them that he was still with them, and inviting them 
to continue the journey down the mountain with him… Although we may have to 
walk into insecurities and even death, the final outcome of our journey can only be 
life to the full, because God is life, and ultimate glorious fulfilment; and he is forever 
journeying with us through it all to lead us to fulfilment and life beyond and in spite 
of death. 
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LIFEBOAT GEELONG FOUNDATION 
Last year, you were kind enough to accept tickets for the 
Combined Catholic Parishes Raffle, and the benefit from the 
sale of more than 14,000 tickets generated $21,000 for 
“Lifeboat Geelong”. As you would know, “Lifeboat” has 
provided practical, pastoral and emotional support for the 
past seven years to established victims of church-related 
sexual abuse. 
The funds raised last year have enabled Lifeboat to employ 
two “Client Support Officers” for 12 hours per week to 
engage in personal support with some of 150 clients we 
support in different ways.  
This year’s Combined Catholic Parishes Raffle has 3 x Suzuki 
Baleno automatic sedans as the major prizes, with 11 minor 
prizes of $1,000 and $500 Cole-Myer Gift Cards. Tickets are 
just $2, and every ticket sold will generate $1.50 for the work 
of “Lifeboat”. 
With sincere thanks for your most appreciated support, 
Yours sincerely, FR. KEVIN DILLON  
Last year our Parish raised over $4000 in raffle ticket sales 
and donations, a fantastic effort. Mary Monagle helped us to 
sell tickets and promote the raffle. We would be incredibly 
grateful if there was someone from each church community 
who could step in to help Jane manage the raffle. Please 
contact her at the office if you can help. THANK YOU!

WARM WELCOME 
Welcome to all who celebrate the Eucharist with us today, to 
the church communities across our parish and a special 
welcome to all who happen to be visiting our Parish. We 
warmly welcome Fr Brian McDermott who is Presider at all 
masses this weekend. Fr John is enjoying a well deserved long 
weekend away.

NATIONAL CATHOLIC SAFEGUARDING STANDARDS 
Over the next few months we will be providing further 
information on each of the National Catholic Safeguarding 
Standards which we introduced you to last year. 
The 10 National Catholic Safeguarding Standards are taken 
directly from the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse’s final report, Volume 6. 
The Standards work together and ensure each entity, ministry 
and organisation across the Catholic Church place child 
safety at the core of how they plan, think and act. 
STANDARD FOUR: Equity is promoted and diversity is 
respected. Equity is upheld and diverse needs respected in 
policy and practice 
4.1 The entity actively anticipates children’s diverse 
circumstances and backgrounds, and provides support and 
responds effectively to those who are vulnerable. 
4.2 All children have access to information, support and 
complaints processes in ways that are culturally safe, 
accessible and easy to understand. 
4.3 The entity pays particular attention to the needs of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, children with 
disability, and children from culturally and linguistically 
diverse backgrounds, those who are unable to live at home, 
and children of diverse sexuality. 
If you would like further information about any of these points 
and how we are meeting them, please feel free to contact one 
of our Safeguarding Committee. 

ST COLUMBA’S ELWOOD SUNDAY MARKET 
The wonderful PFA at St Columba Primary School have 
started their own Elwood Sunday Market. It will feature 
second-hand toys, books. clothes, gifts, food, coffee, 
entertainment, plants and a Repair Cafe! Do you have an 
appliance that no longer works? Or a dress that needs 
altering? Bring it along and see if it can be fixed. 
The first market will be held NEXT Sunday March 15, 
10am-1pm. Come along and support our school.

PARISH BBQ 
Our first social event for the 
year will be a Parish BBQ in the 
Parish House pergola (at the 
back of the Parish House) on 
Saturday 21 March at 12.30pm. 
This is always a wonderful 
afternoon and a great way to 
catch up with friends, old and 
new. Meat and vegetable burgers will be provided, but we 
ask people to BYO drinks and a salad or dessert to share. 
Please feel free to invite family and any interested friends. 
Our Parish social sub-committee, Toni Vatta and Marita 
Dalton would love to have some additional members so 
please contact the parish office if you are interested. They are 
planning the yearly schedule of social events and would love 
your help. New members means new ideas. 

HEALING AND ANOINTING MASS 
Please join us for our first Healing Mass for 2020 at St. 
Columba Church NEXT Friday 13 March, 11am with a light 
lunch to follow. The mass provides an opportunity for all of us 
to ask for healing in our own lives and in the wider 
community. It also asks parishioners to support those who 
come for anointing and healing. Students from St Columba 
will attend the mass and help with serving lunch. Please also 
add your name to the list at the back of the church if you wish 
to stay for lunch, if you can offer food or transport on the day. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears of the 
Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the Kulin Nations, 
who are the traditional custodians of our parish land, whose 
cultures and customs have nurtured, and continue to nurture, 
this land since men and women awoke from the great dream. 
We honour the presence of these ancestors who reside in the 
imagination of this land and whose irrepressible spirituality 
flow through all creation.  
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Wednesday 11 March StVdP mtg, 7.30pm Parish House

Thursday 12 March Meditative Prayer, 8am Sacred 
Heart Church

Thursday 12 March SKEGS mtg, 2pm Parish House

Thursday 12 March Liturgy team mtg, 7.30pm Parish 
House

Friday 13 March Legion of Mary, 9.30am Parish 
House

Friday 13 March Legion of Mary, 10.30am Lifestyle 
room, Sacred Heart Community

Friday 13 March Healing & Anointing Mass, 11am 
followed by light lunch St Columba

Friday 13 March Young Adults Circle, 7pm Parish 
House

Tuesday 17 March School PEB mtg, 6pm

Thursday 19 March Meditative Prayer, 8am Sacred 
Heart Church

Friday 20 March St Columba Playgroup,10am-11am 
BASC room St Columba Primary

Friday 20 March Legion of Mary, 9.30am Parish 
House

Friday 20 March Legion of Mary, 10.30am Lifestyle 
room, Sacred Heart Community

Saturday 21 March 1st Rite of Reconciliation, 10am St 
Columba & 10.30am Sacred Heart

PROJECT COMPASSION LENTEN CAMPAIGN 
As one of our Lenten pledges of almsgiving, we invite you to 
take home a Project Compassion box  and/or a set of 
donation envelopes and support Caritas Australia in this 
Lenten season themed, “Go Further Together”. You keep 
adding money into the box until Holy Thursday when you 
bring your box back to the church. 
You will be helping empower our world’s most vulnerable 
communities to grow stronger and share their strengths with 
their communities to lift themselves out of poverty.  Caritas 
Australia has provided us with regular snippets on their work 
which generous donations have enabled. This week we hear 
of  twenty seven year old, Phany who lives in a village in 
western Cambodia. Struggling to earn a living as a farmer, 
she was forced to leave her daughter behind in the village, to 
take up construction work in the city.  In 2016, Phany joined 
the Upholding Community Dignity Together program, run by 
Caritas Australia. Phany learned new farming techniques, 
such as a drip irrigation system, which enabled her to get a 
better yield from her vegetable crops, and to conserve water 
for drier periods.  
When we Go Further Together in love and compassion, the 
whole world thrives. 

FAITH AND ENVIRONMENT 
Lent offers us a chance to slow down and think about how we 
are living our lives. That includes taking a long, hard look at 
how we are, directly and indirectly damaging God’s creation 
with whose care we have been entrusted.  It includes 
examining how we have compromised the viability of the 
many fragile ecosystems of plants, animals, human beings 
and non-living things both near and far. It requires us to see 
the difficulties and threats faced by the many peoples who 
are made vulnerable by the impacts of major environmental 
crises like climate change. 
This Lent, we are invited to employ the traditional practices 
recommended to us by Jesus himself as we hear in the 
scriptures on Ash Wednesday.  Think about how we have 
contributed to the ecological damage that is all around us 
and how we can change things for the better for ourselves, 
for our sisters and brothers around the world and for all of 
creation now and for future generations. May we respond to 
the signs of our times with courage, love and generosity.   
Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane  
Meatless Days Consider reducing your consumption of meat 
and animal products during Lent and by incorporating 
elements of a plant-based diet.   Animal agriculture is a major 
contributor to climate change.   Other messages aimed at 
reducing our carbon and ecological footprints involve eating 
locally produced food and reducing food waste.   More 
information on Earth Day website here: https://
www.earthday.org/campaign/foodprints-for-future/  
Prayer  
“We must not think that these efforts are not going to change 
the world. They benefit society, often unbeknown to us, for 
they call forth a goodness which, albeit unseen, inevitably 
tends to spread. Furthermore, such actions can restore our 
sense of self-esteem; they can enable us to live more fully 
and to feel that life on earth is worthwhile.” Pope Francis 
Laudato Si #212 

‘GRACE’ LENTEN PROGRAM 
The Diocese of Wollongong have again produced a beautiful 
Lenten program. ‘Grace’ brings to life the daily reflections 
that walk alongside the major themes of the Lenten Sunday 
Gospels. Copies of ‘Grace’ are available for $5 from the 
sacristy at St Columba or the piety stall at Sacred Heart. 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2020 
International Women's Day 2020 is celebrated this Sunday 8 
March and the campaign theme is #EachforEqual. An equal 
world is an enabled world. 
Individually, we're all responsible for our own thoughts and 
actions - all day, every day. 
We can actively choose to challenge stereotypes, fight bias, 
broaden perceptions, improve situations and celebrate 
women's achievements. 
Collectively, each one of us can help create a gender equal 
world. 
Let's all be #EachforEqual. 
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COLLECTIONS:

THANKSGIVING COLLECTION

Envelopes $369.00

Loose cash $386.00

Total $755.00

Total after 9 weeks $6396.73

Average $710.75

PRESBYTERY COLLECTION

Envelopes $723.55

Total after 9 weeks $5307.40

Average $589.71

THANK 
YOU

We have had some great response to our new 21st century 
options for financially supporting the Parish. Thank you to 
everyone who has given it a go and to those who have  
committed to using our Tap and Go or 
Tithe.ly system regularly. Tithe.ly is a great 
way to set up a regular giving system and 
can easily be downloaded via the App 
Store - just search for ‘Catholic Parish of 
Sacred Heart and St Columba’. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
“Prayer is what keeps the faith, without it, faith wavers” 
              Pope Francis 
All Recently Deceased: David Carter, David Rickard, 
Caterina Pino, Michael Grigorio, John Huggett, Graziella 
Pesenti, James Rodrigues (Conroy’s father) 
1st Anniversaries:  Wally Haire, Michael Hayward, 
Concettina Schiano Moriello 13.3 
Anniversaries: Maurice Thomas, John Lawler, Mary Tudor, 
Peter Brady, Yehia Ragheb, Brian Scanlan ,Tom Schepsi, Max 
Hunter, Ben Tripp 16.3.14, Tony Tripp 8.3, John Muldoon, 
Donald Everard, Dudley Gomez, Patricia Moore, Bozo 
Martinov, Jean Curtis 8.3, Roza Pawloska 9.3, Arnold 
Krumins 11.3, Peter Wilson, David Nightingale, Tom 
Connelly, Jack Edwards 29.3, Kevin Mooney 19.3.04, 
Joseph D’Agata, Tom Rehill, John O’Shaughnessy, Patricia 
McHale 4.3.01, Whippy Peters 13.3.11, Ladislav Mikus 
25.3.11, Matthew Beyer 15.3.08, Giuseppina Mazzella 
18.3.10, Peter O Connor 5.3.51, Maria Terzita Pittari 15.3.10, 
Patrick Reade 13.1.10, Andrew Crook 21.3.10, Andrea 7 
Raffaele Fraccalanza, Octavia Santini 8.3.98, Muriel Bowes 
25.3.02, Nunziata Panettieri, Maria Tesoriero, Max Korber, 
Caterina Cutelle, Pat Mooney, Maria Alfonse 18.3, Denise 
Jacoby 18.3 
Sick: Sharon Bayley, Norma Tyley, Colin Nettlebeck, Ruth 
French, Angela Elliot, Rosaline (Rose) Sandasamy, Monique 
Belcourt, Ray Monagle, Raphy, Chris O’Connor, Francis 
Pititto, Bill Meirs, Sonia Gurwitz, Danny Ryan, Jackie Pyster, 
Philip Lloyd, Patricia Mizzi, Noel Stone, Laura Ramadge, Des 
Lacey, Pauline Hammer, Sophie McGuigan, June Galagher, 
Betty Kitchener, Anne Casley, Joseph Costin, John Parlo, 
Janet Fisher, Robert Mason, Brian Kennedy, Ghislaine 
O’Malley, Noreen Dempsey, Sarah O’Brien, Michael Ratliff, 
Peter Dwyer. 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
14 / 15 March: 3rd Sunday of Lent 

St Columba Welcomes 
6pm Mass: 
M: Martin Ezeani,  Boris Ulehla, Volunteer needed 
C / L: Brigid Arthur / Mary Ensabella, Lynda Ulehla 
Set up: Lynda & Boris Ulehla 

9am Mass: 
M: Lou Bevilacqua, Maria Kovacevic, Celine / Martin Watine 
C / L: Lina Tesoriero, Dominic Tesoriero 
Set up: Adrian Bevilacqua 
Altar & Cleaning: March: Volunteer needed 

Sacred Heart Welcomes 
11am Mass: 
M: Sergio Torres da Costa, Daniel O’Connor, Volunteer 
needed 
C / L: Nancye Edwards, Anna Griffiths 
Set up: TBC 
Prayers of the Faithful: Liturgy team - Silvana 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: Genesis 12: 1-4 
Responsorial Psalm: 
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1: 8-10 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
From the shining cloud the father’s voice is heard: 
this is my beloved Son, hear him. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
Gospel: Matthew 17: 1-9

OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
MONDAY 8 March - SUNDAY 15 March 

TUESDAY 2pm MASS at Sacred Heart Community, 
  101 Grey St, St Kilda West 
  ALL VERY WELCOME 

THURSDAY 11am MASS at Sacred Heart Church  

FRIDAY  11am Healing & Anointing Mass at St Columba 
  Church followed by light lunch.  

SATURDAY 6pm MASS at St Columba Church 

SUNDAY 9am MASS at St  Columba Church 

  11am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 

  Gospel: John 4: 5-42
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