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C en traltoth e m ission atTh e C ath olic P arish of S acred H eartan d S tC olum ba isan un equivocal

com m itm en ttofosterin gth e dign ity,self-esteem an d in tegrity of ch ildren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable

adultsan d provid in gth em w ith a safe,supportive an d en rich in gen viron m en ttodevelop spiritually,

ph ysically,in tellectually,em otion ally an d socially.

P urpose

Th isC od e of C on d ucth asaspecific focuson safeguard in gch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable ad ultsat

th e C ath olic P arish of S acred H eartan d S tC olum baagain stsexual,ph ysical,psych ologicalan d em otion al

abuse orn eglect. Itisin ten d ed tocom plem en tch ild protection legislation an d th e C ath olic A rch d iocese of

M elbourn e’s“S afeguardin gC h ildren an d Youn gP eople Fram ew ork”.

A llstaff,volun teers,con tractors,clergy an d parish coun cilm em bersatth e C ath olic P arish of S acred H eart

an d S tC olum baare expected toactively con tribute toaparish culture th atrespectsth e d ign ity of its

m em bersan d affirm sth e Gospelvaluesof love,care foroth ers,com passion an d justice. Th ey are required to

observe ch ild -safe prin ciplesan d expectation sforappropriate beh aviourtow ard san d in th e com pan y of

ch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable ad ultsasn oted below .

A cceptable beh aviours

A llstaff,volun teers,con tractors,clergy an d parish coun cilm em bersare respon sible forsupportin gth e safety

of ch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable ad ultsby:

 ad h erin gtoth e parish S afeguard in gC h ild ren ,Youn gP eople an d V uln erable A d ultspolicy an d

uph old in gth e parish ’sS tatem en tof C om m itm en ttoch ild an d vuln erable ad ultsafety atalltim es.

 ad h erin gtoth e V ictorian M an d atory Reportin gL aw satalltim es.

 takin gallreason able stepstoprotectch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable ad ultsfrom abuse an d

h arm .

 treatin geveryon e in th e parish com m un ity w ith respect(m od ellin gpositive an d respectful

relation sh ipsan d actin gin am an n erth atsustain sasafe pastoralen viron m en t).

 listen in gan d respon d in gtoth e view san d con cern sof ch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable ad ults,

particularly if th ey are tellin gyou th atth ey oran oth erch ild h ave been abused orth atth ey are

w orried aboutth eirsafety/th e safety of an oth erch ild orvuln erable ad ult.

 en surin gan y ch ild /person w h oreportsch ild sex abuse isbelieved an d supported th rough outth e

required follow up processes.

 prom otin gth e culturalsafety,participation an d em pow erm en tof A borigin alan d TorresS trait

Islan d erch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable ad ults(forexam ple,by n everquestion in gan

A borigin alan d TorresS traitIslan d er’sself-id en tification ).

 prom otin gth e culturalsafety,participation an d em pow erm en tof ch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d

vuln erable ad ultsw ith culturally an d /orlin guistically d iverse backgroun d s(forexam ple,by h avin ga

zerotoleran ce policy tow ard sd iscrim in ation )

 prom otin gth e safety,participation an d em pow erm en tof ch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable

ad ultsw ith ad isability (forexam ple,by en surin greason able care istaken tocaterforan y ad d ition al

n eed sbein gfaced )

 en surin gasfaraspracticable th atan ad ultisn otalon e w ith ach ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable

ad ult.

 reportin gan y allegation sof ch ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable ad ultabuse toth e police.

 reportin gan y ‘reason able belief’th atach ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable ad ulth asexperien ced

abuse,isexperien cin gabuse orisatrisk of experien cin gabuse w ith outquestion .

 un d erstan d in gth atan y person (e.g. ch ild ,youn gperson ,paren t,priest,em ployee,volun teer,

parish ion er)can m ake areportin relation toch ild -safety related m iscon d uctan d /orch ild abuse.



 un d erstan d in gth ataperson ,actin gin good faith an d in th e in terestsof aan oth er’sw elfare,w h o

m akesareport,isn oth eld legally liable form akin gth e reportif th e reportisn otuph eld .

 un d erstan d in gan d com plyin gw ith allreportin gobligation sasth ey relate tom an d atory reportin g

an d reportin gun d erth e C rim esA ct1958 (V ic.).

 un d erstan d in gth atan y abuse allegation sd ivulged toyou from an abused person are required tobe

reported toth e auth orities.

 reportin gan y ch ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable ad ultsafety con cern stoth e V icarGen eralif th e

con cern relatestoth e parish priest.

 if an allegation of ch ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable ad ultabuse ism ad e,en surin gasquickly as

possible th atth e ch ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable ad ultissafe an d probably supported .

Un acceptable beh aviours

S taff,volun teers,con tractors,clergy an d parish coun cilm em bersm ustn ot:

 ign ore ord isregard an y suspected ord isclosed ch ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable ad ultabuse

 d evelop an y ‘special’relation sh ipsw ith ch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable ad ultsth atcould be

seen asfavouritism (forexam ple,th e offerin gof giftsorspecialtreatm en tforspecific ch ild ren ).

 exh ibitbeh avioursw ith ch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable ad ultsw h ich m ay be con strued as

un n ecessarily ph ysical(forexam ple,in appropriate sittin gon laps)

 putch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable ad ultsatrisk of abuse (forexam ple,by lockin gd oorsor

bein galon e w ith ach ild w ith n ogood cause)

 in itiate un n ecessary ph ysicalcon tactw ith ch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable ad ultsord oth in gs

of aperson aln ature th atach ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable ad ultcan d oforth em selves,such as

toiletin gorch an gin gcloth es

 m an age d isruptive orun safe beh aviourby d egrad in gorisolatin gach ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable

ad ult;corporalpun ish m en tisn everacceptable. P h ysicalrestrain tsh ould on ly be used asalast

resortorin an em ergen cy.

 en gage in open d iscussion sof am ature orad ultn ature in th e presen ce of ch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d

vuln erable ad ults(forexam ple,person ald etailsorsocialactivities).

 use in appropriate lan guage in th e presen ce of ch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable ad ults.

 expressperson alview son cultures,race orsexuality in th e presen ce of ch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d

vuln erable ad ults.

 d iscrim in ate again stan y ch ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable ad ultbecause of age,gen d er,race,

culture,vuln erability,sexuality,eth n icity ord isability.

 h ave con tactw ith ach ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable ad ultorth eirfam ily w h ois/are n otsocially

related outsid e of th e pastorald utiesreason ably associated w ith th e role d escription of th e person ’s

position in th e parish w ith outth e parish priest’sorsafeguard in gcom m ittee m em ber’skn ow led ge

an d /orcon sen t(oth erth an accid en talcon tact,such asseein gpeople in th e street).

 h ave an y on lin e con tact(in clud in gby socialm ed ia,em ail,in stan tm essagin getc.)w ith ach ild ,youn g

person orvuln erable ad ultorth eirfam ily w h ois/are n otfam ily orsocially related (un lessn ecessary

e.g. by provid in gfam iliesw ith e-n ew sletters).

 use an y person alcom m un ication ch an n els/d evice such asaperson alem ailaccoun ttocon d uctparish

com m un ication sw ith ach ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable ad ult.

 exch an ge person alcon tactd etailssuch asph on e n um ber,socialn etw orkin gsitesorem ailad d resses

w ith ach ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable ad ultorth eirfam ily w h ois/are n otfam ily orsocially

related .

 ph otograph orvid eoach ild ,youn gperson orvuln erable ad ultw ith outth e con sen tof th e paren tor

guard ian s.

 w ork w ith ch ild ren ,youn gpeople an d vuln erable ad ultsw h ile un d erth e in fluen ce of alcoh olor

illegald rugs.

 con sum e d rugson parish prem isesoratparish even ts.

I, Fr John Petrulis, confirm I have read and understood the above Code of Conduct.

Signed: Date: 8 September 2020


