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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Catholic Parish of Sacred Heart & St Columba  
Our Parish is a Christian community which welcomes all  

to walk together in a spirit of compassion, justice and hope.

St Columba Church 

cnr Glenhuntly & Normandy Rds    
Elwood 3184 

Sacred Heart Church 

83 Grey Street, St Kilda West 3182 

St Columba Primary School 

24 Glenhuntly Road Elwood 3184     
9531 6120; www.stcolumbasprimary.org 

Sacred Heart Mission 

87 Grey Street, St Kilda West 3182    
9537 1166; www.sacredheartmission.org 

PARISH HOUSE 

2 Normandy Road, Elwood 3184             
03 9531 6120; shsc@shscparish.org.au     

www.shscparish.org.au 

Parish Priest: Fr John Petrulis 
john@shscparish.org.au 

Pastoral Associate: Christine Mitchell 
christine@shscparish.org.au 

Youth Minister: India Mitchell-Fletcher 
indiashsc@hotmail.com 

Parish Administrator: Jane Hearnes 
jane@shscparish.org.au 

SHM Pastoral Care Workers: Carmel 
Treacy ctreacy@sacredheartmission.org;  
and Belle Hann 
bhann@sacredheartmission.org 

St Columba Principal:                          
Daniella Maddalena 
dmaddalena@scelwood.catholic.edu.au 
Deputy Principal: Bern Bradley 
bernb@scelwood.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Safeguarding Committee:              
Fr John Petrulis, Christine Mitchell, 
Daniella Maddalena, India Mitchell-
Fletcher and Jane Hearnes 

Parish Visiting Team: Lay Pastoral Care 
Group; Legion of Mary Groups                           
Call or email the Parish Office. 

St Vincent de Paul President: Jacquie 
Robillard  svdpeskw@gmail.com 

Pope establishes the Third Sunday of Ordinary Time as Sunday, the 
Word of God  
Last September, on 30 September, the feast of St Jerome, Pope Francis launched his 
Apostolic Letter, Aperuit illis, through which he instituted that the third Sunday of 
Ordinary Time would now be known as Sunday, the Word of God. Intentionally, he 
launched this on the feast of St Jerome, who translated the Bible from Greek into 
Latin, and who is known for saying that: ”Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of 
Christ”.  
In instituting this particular Sunday as the ‘Word of God’, the Pope  stressed that his 
hope would be for people “… to grow in religious and intimate familiarity with the 
sacred Scriptures”. Further he states that although it is one special day to commend 
to the scriptures, the faithful should make it an everyday experience. Pope Francis is 
inviting Catholics across the world to deepen their appreciation, love and faithful 
witness to God and his Word. Below are some exerts by Pope Francis from the 
Apostolic Letter: 
“The relationship between the Risen Lord, the community of believers and sacred 
Scripture is essential to our identity as Christians. Without the Lord who opens our 
minds to them, it is impossible to understand the Scriptures in depth. Yet the contrary 
is equally true: without the Scriptures, the events of the mission of Jesus and of his 
Church in this world would remain incomprehensible. Hence, Saint Jerome could 
rightly claim: “Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ” (Commentary on 
the Book of Isaiah, Prologue: PL 24,17B). (#1) 
… The Bible is the book of the Lord’s people, who, in listening to it, move from 
dispersion and division towards unity. The word of God unites believers and makes 
them one people. (#4)… May we never tire of devoting time and prayer to Scripture, 
so that it may be received “not as a human word but as what it really is, the word of 
God” (1 Thess 2:13). (#5) 
The role of the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures is primordial. Without the work of the 
Spirit, there would always be a risk of remaining limited to the written text alone. This 
would open the way to a fundamentalist reading, which needs to be avoided, lest we 
betray the inspired, dynamic and spiritual character of the sacred text. As the Apostle 
reminds us: “The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (2 Cor 3:6). The Holy Spirit, then, 
makes sacred Scripture the living word of God, experienced and handed down in the 
faith of his holy people. (#9)… The work of the Holy Spirit has to do not only with the 
formation of sacred Scripture; it is also operative in those who hear the word of God. 
(#10). 
…  We should never take God’s word for granted, but instead let ourselves be 
nourished by it, in order to acknowledge and live fully our relationship with him and 
with our brothers and sisters (#12)… To listen to sacred Scripture and then to practise 
mercy: this is the great challenge before us in life. God’s word has the power to open 
our eyes and to enable us to renounce a stifling and barren individualism and instead 
to embark on a new path of sharing and solidarity (#13). 
Saint Augustine, once wrote: “Someone in the midst of the crowd, seized with 
enthusiasm, cried out: ‘Blessed is the womb that bore you’ and Jesus replied, ‘Rather, 
blessed are they who hear the word of God and keep it’(#15). 

In our Parish, there are two groups: the Small Christian Community and the RCIA  who 
read the Word of God and discuss its meaning in everyday life. If you would like to 
join one of these groups, please speak to Helen Freris at Sacred Heart Church or 
Christine, or telephone the office (9531 6120) for either to contact you. 
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NATIONAL CATHOLIC BUSHFIRE APPEAL 
This weekend, parishes around the country are being 
encourage to take up a special collection at all Masses with 
funds to go towards supporting communities affected by 
devastating bushfires. 
The Appeal will be managed by the St Vincent de Paul 
Society and all monies donated to the Appeal will go directly 
to individuals and communities in bushfire-affected areas in 
New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania 
and Victoria. 
Message from Archbishop Mark Coleridge, President of the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference: 
“As part of a national response, parishes are encouraged to 
take up a special collection at Masses on Australia Day 
weekend. This concrete response can complement the work 
already taking place on the ground, led by governments and 
first responders, but augmented by faith communities and 
other groups. … A genuinely Catholic response to a crisis of 
this magnitude must draw strength from prayer which 
inspires concrete and compassionate action.” 
Help our neighbours by donating at www.vinnies.org.au or 
as part of our Special Leaving collection at all masses this 
weekend.

ROAD CLOSURES AFFECTING SH MASS ACCESS 
Midsumma Pride March: Sunday 2 February 2020 
Time: 11 am to 4 pm. Location: Fitzroy Street and Catani 
Gardens, St Kilda. Road closures: Fitzroy Street 
Road closure times: 11 am to 5 pm. 
2XU Triathlon Series Race 4: Sunday 2 February 2020 
Time: 7 am to 11.30 am. Location: Elwood Carnival Site, 
Elwood and on road. Road closures: Beaconsfield Parade, 
Marine Parade, Jacka Boulevard and Ormond Esplanade 
from Kerferd Road, Middle Park to St Kilda Street, Elwood 
Road closure times: 6 am to 11 am. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR CATHOLIC CHILDREN 
IN GOVERNMENT AND INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 
Any Catholic family in government or independent schools  
wishing their children to be prepared for their sacraments 
Reconciliation (grade 3 upwards), Eucharist (grade 4 
upwards), Confirmation(grade 6) or even Baptism in 2020 are 
invited to chat with Christine Mitchell on 9531 6120 or by 
email: christine@shscparish.org.au. The program involves a 
series of weekly after-school workshops over several weeks, 
plus a family evening and preparation mass. Please note that 
we begin Reconciliation for grade three children very early 
in term one of 2020 so interested families need to contact 
Christine as soon as possible. Any parishioners who know of 
families in other schools who may be interested in the 
sacramental program are asked to direct them to Christine. 

PARISH SERVICE AND SUPPORT PROGRAM 
We are trialling use of our ‘Tap and Go’ machines during our 
First collection today.  If you would like to use it to give $5 (or 
multiples of) just indicate to the collector walking down the 
aisle. A special ongoing thank you to all our collectors! 

ST KILDA FESTIVAL: SUNDAY 9 FEBRUARY 
The St Kilda Festival is fast approaching and will be held on 
Sunday 9 February. The festival is car-free within the Festival 
Precinct and road closures will be in place from 3am until 
midnight on 9 February 2020.  
Access by car to 11am Mass at Sacred Heart Church will be 
difficult as Grey St and other surrounding streets will have 
limited or no car access. Please sees the Road Closure Map 
on the church noticeboards for further details. Please let 
Christine or Jane know if you are unable to get to mass for 
your ministry role. 

YOUNG ADULTS CIRCLE 
Recently our Young Adults last gathered to learn about what 
it is to cultivate a prayer life, in other words an intimate 
relationship with God, uniting our hearts and minds to the 
every day presence of the Divine. In our stages of life 
whether starting our first career, choosing what pathway to 
pursue at university or entering into marriage, it is so 
important we trust God through prayer and seek His will, 
remembering that we cannot face life on our own, but are 
only strengthened by His Grace through our prayer. There is 
no hard and fast rule about the form of type of prayer we do, 
only that we persevere in trust and surrender our heart to 
Him. At the end of the day, for all of us young and old, we 
must remember "God speaks in the silence of the heart. 
Listening is the beginning of prayer" - St Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta.

SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
This small group of parishioners meets monthly, to read, 
share and reflect on the Gospel and how it impacts our lives 
as individuals, as a group, within the wider parish and the 
families and communities of which we are members. The 
group is friendly, and new members are always welcome. No 
expertise in Scripture is needed, just a wish to grow deeper 
in faith and community. Everyone’s confidentiality and 
opinions are respected. The Small Christian Community 
meets on the last Monday of each month at 7.30pm-9pm at 
the Parish House and reflects on the Gospel from the 
previous Sunday.. The next meeting is THIS Monday 27 
January. Please feel free to contact the Parish Office for 
further information. 

WARM WELCOME 
Welcome to all who celebrate the Eucharist with us today, to 
the church communities across our parish and a special 
welcome to all who happen to be visiting our Parish. 
A special welcome to Kate who is to be baptised this weekend 
at St Columba  We pray blessings for her as she grows in faith 
and the love of her family.
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Sat / Sun 25 / 26 January Bushfire Appeal at all masses

Monday 27 January Small Christian Community, 
7.30pm Parish House

Tuesday 28 January SHM Board meeting,6pm

Thursday 30 January Meditative Prayer, 8am Sacred 
Heart Church

Friday 31 January Legion of Mary, 9.30am Parish 
House

Friday 31 January Legion of Mary, 10.30am Lifestyle 
room, Sacred Heart Community

Thursday 6 February Meditative Prayer, 8am Sacred 
Heart Church

Thursday 6 February PLDT mtg, 7.15pm Parish House

GENERATION X RESEARCH PROJECT INFORMATION 
Christina Westmore-Peyton is a Doctoral student at the 
University of Divinity who is doing a research project 
investigating Generation X and their relationship to the 
Catholic Church. Generation Xers were born between 1965 
and 1980, now aged 39 to 54 years of age. 
The people that Christina would like to interview grew up in a 
family where both parents were active and participating 
Catholics, and regularly took their children to Mass. They 
would have been to Catholic schools for most of their 
schooling. They may or may not be Church attenders now or 
may have become completely disaffiliated from the Church. 
She wants to find out about their spiritual and religious 
journey. 
Christina is hoping to interview about 20 - 25 Gen Xers. Are 
you in this age-group and interested in participation? If so, 
Christina would be pleased to hear from you, and will 
provide further information about the study to anyone 
interested in taking part. The parents of Gen Xers are 
welcome to pass on this information to their adult children or 
other people in this age group whom they think may 
be interested in this valuable research. 
Christina believes this project is important because it may 
help explain why the majority of Gen Xers no longer practise 
their faith in the way that their parents did. 
All possible steps will be taken to ensure strict confidentiality, 
and interviews will take place in a safe environment chosen 
by the interviewee and take between 1 - 1.5 hours. 
Further information from Christina: 
0407 689022 or christinawestmore@bigpond.com 
Your participation would be greatly valued.  Thank you. 

2021 OPPORTUNITIES AT SACRÉ CŒUR 
We invite you to apply for a limited number of Year 7 places 
available in 2021. We also have a number of scholarships 
and bursaries available for Years 7 – 11 in 2021 and we 
encourage families to apply. The scholarships are in the areas 
of Academic, General Excellence and Music. The St 
Madeleine Sophie Barat Bursaries are available to families 
who may not otherwise be able to afford a Sacré Cœur 
education. For further information and to apply visit 
www.sac.vic.edu.au/enrolment or call Julie Muldoon, 
Admissions Manager on 9835 2713 (from 9 January, 2020). 

THE COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS (VIC) 
The Tackling Hate Speech Program. The Community Training 
Day is designed to teach community representatives to 
recognise and appropriately respond to hate. This includes 
training and resources so that community representatives will 
then be able run short introductory sessions in their 
communities. Sunday 23 February, 1:30pm – 8:00pm 
(includes a dinner break). Bentleigh Uniting Church, 495-497 
Centre Road, Bentleigh. 
Aboriginal Spirituality and the Christian Faith. 
“Art enables us to find ourselves and lose ourselves at the 
same time”. Rev Glenn Loughrey is a Wiradjuri man from 
NSW and a priest at StOswald's Anglican Church. He is an 
artist who fuses Indigenous art styles with Western forms of 
storytelling. St Oswald's Anglican Church, 100 High Street, 
Glen Iris. Sunday 16 February, 3:00pm – 5:00pm. $10.00. 
Please advise the CCJ office if you are attending, ph: 9429 
5212; email: ccjvic@bigpond.net.au

AUSTRALIA DAY: THE STORY OF AUSTRALIA 
This is the Story of Australia – the story of an extraordinary 
nation. The Story begins 60,000 years ago. New chapters are 
written every day. On Australia Day, we reflect on our history, 
its highs and its lows. We respect the stories of others. 
And we celebrate our nation, its achievements and most of 
all, its people. We’re all part of the story. 
The marking of 26 January is an important date in Australia's 
history and has changed over time: starting as a celebration 
for emancipated convicts and evolving into what is now a 
celebration of Australia that reflects the nation's diverse 
people. https://www.australiaday.org.au/ 

FAREWELL 
The RCIA team, including our catechumens and candidates 
sadly say goodbye to one of our most supportive and 
committed members, parishioner, Br Gerard Bennett. Gerard 
has been a member of the RCIA over a number of years and 
has always brought great depth to our discussions, 
wonderful affirmations to all and shown himself to be a 
humble man, despite all his gifts he has offered to the group. 
Gerard had said many times over that being part of the RCIA 
is one of his great loves as he gains so much from 
accompanying people on their journey of faith, who in turn 
offer him insightful ways of entering into deeper relationship 
with God. Gerard, now a Spiritual Director hopes to keep in 
touch with the RCIA team, and hopefully will join us at the 
Easter Vigil when we welcome Alison and Allie into the family 
of families. Good luck in your new adventures Gerard and 
come back frequently.
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COLLECTIONS: 13/14 & 19/20 January

THANKSGIVING COLLECTION

Envelopes $1214.00

Loose cash $657.65

Total $1861.65

Total after 3 weeks $2444.65

Average $814.88

PRESBYTERY COLLECTION

Envelopes $1287.10

Total after 3 weeks $1667.10

Average $555.70

THANK 
YOU

Check out our great new website: www.shscparish.org.au 

If you would like to get involved in the communication and 
fundraising committee, or simply share your ideas, please talk 
to Adrian Cropley adrian@cropleycomms.com; one of the 
PLDT members or the Parish office. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
“Prayer is what keeps the faith, without it, faith wavers” 
              Pope Francis 
All Recently Deceased: Dale Carlos, Jennifer Anderson, 
Katherine Ford (long time St Columba parishioner) 

1st Anniversaries: Dylan Anderson, Tracey Reynolds, Tibly 
Hart, Kate Mason. 
Anniversaries:  Mary McHugh 22/1/2008, Sean Heraghty, 
Cynthia Pyster 3.1, Cecilia Opie, Daysi Fajardo, Adrian 
Smith, Ray Gill, Gladys Wheeler, Jane Robinson 13.1, 
Delsyia Fullinfaw 10.1, Rose Bell 14.1, Paulina Mejia Bonila 
14.1, Llewellyn Wood, Susie Nolen 5.1, Loretta McCormick 
24.1, Lee Ranahan, John Simington, Joseph Panettieri, John 
Weston, Mario DiMarzio, Billy Cannon, Gavin O’Leary, 
Vittorio (Vic) Di Muzio 9.1, Pauline McEvoy, Frances Tierney, 
Victor Chircop, Merlin Coles, Reg ‘Maldon’ Nicholson 21.1, 
Maria Terzita Canestra 7.1.72, Paula Nelson, Jospeh Micallef, 
Joannie Lloyd, Mary Reagan, Miguel Marin 5.1.10, Anna 
Durack 13.1.2010, Antonio Russo 13.12.96, Rosario Russo 
19.1.2010, Bernice Marten 3.1.07, Alberto JR Dos Santos, 
Julie O’Callaghan, Luciana Spring, Tracey Doherty, Leon 
Massoni, Margaret O’Keefe 12.1.2010, Nunziata Panettieri, 
Neily Murphy, Natie Mario Contino 18.1, Dominic Mizzi, 
Samantha Mizzi, Ruby Boulter, Rosaria Russo 19.1, Gaby 
Pozo, Ken Reynolds, Paul Reynolds, Danny Reynolds.
Sick: Ruth French, Angela Elliot, Rosaline (Rose) Sandasamy, 
Monique Belcourt, Ray Monagle, Raphy, Chris O’Connor, 
Francis Pititto, Bill Meirs, Sonia Gurwitz, Danny Ryan, Jackie 
Pyster, Philip Lloyd, Patricia Mizzi, Noel Stone, Laura 
Ramadge, Peter Jennings, Peter Wilde, Rachel Ward, Emma 
Kirkman, Des Lacey, Pauline Hammer, Sophie McGuigan, 
June Galagher, Betty Kitchener, Anne Casley, Joseph 
Costin, John Parlo, Janet Fisher, Robert Mason, Brian 
Kennedy, Ghislaine O’Malley, Noreen Dempsey, Sarah 
O’Brien, Michael Ratliff, Peter Dwyer. 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
1 / 2 February: 4th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
St Columba Welcomes 
6pm Mass: 
M: Martin Ezeani, Emer Di Muzio, Volunteer needed 
C / L: Joan Davies, Neil Robbins 
Set up: Legion of Mary 

9am Mass: 
M: Sujatha de Zilva, Peter Bowes, Michael Ilott 
C / L: Helen Richards / Bronwyn Ilott, Leonard de Zilva 
Set up: Bronwyn & Michael Ilott 
Altar & Cleaning: February: Leonard de Zilva 

Sacred Heart Welcomes 
11am Mass: 
M: Christina Siciliano, Oswald Fernandes, Volunteer needed 
C / L: Helen Freris, Jane Sims / Daniel O’Connor 
Set up: Noreen Dempsey  
Prayers of the Faithful: Helen Freris 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: Isaiah 8: 23 - 9: 3 
Responsorial Psalm: 
The Lord is my light and salvation. 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the Kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel: Matthew 4: 12-23

OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
MONDAY 27 January - SUNDAY 2 February 

TUESDAY 2pm MASS at Sacred Heart Community, 
  101 Grey St, St Kilda West 
  ALL VERY WELCOME 

THURSDAY 11am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 

FRIDAY  9am MASS at Parish Centre 

SATURDAY 6pm MASS at St Columba Church 

SUNDAY 9am MASS at St  Columba Church 

  11am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 

  Gospel: Luke 2: 22-40
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