
Season of Creation: Week Two

A Global Faith Perspective

Sherry Balcombe from the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry in Melbourne, began the session with an
Acknowledgment to Country. Sherry stated that, as the oldest, longest, continuous culture in the
world, “… the Creator chose Aboriginal people to take care of this land and Aboriginal law was to
sustain and nurture all that had been created, and our ancestors have danced and sung the stories
of all creation, proclaiming the sacredness of the gifts given to our people by the Creator Spirit since
the beginning of time. We have a totemic relationship with the birds and the animals which connect
us with both the physical world and the spiritual world and that is underpinned by reciprocal
obligation to care for each other and then natural environment. It’s a birthright that has been
handed down to our blood line from generation to generation. Our relationship with the land is at
the centre…”

Nagasuri, formerly an academic and Presbyterian, spoke about how she was drawn to Buddhism
because of its concern for all living creatures.
“In Buddhism, the principle of peace is very strong and underlies almost everything and that’s not
just an inner peace, but peace for all beings. Nagasuri spoke particularly of three Buddhist ethical
guidelines by which she strives to live:

I. “I undertake to abstain from harming living beings. This means we need to look after the
environment that we all live in, that we are all sustained by – it’s fostering the planet as
well as other living beings.

II. I undertake to abstain from taking the ‘not given’… it’s not given to us in the First World
to exploit the resources of the world. I am thinking particular of fossil fuels which we use
and export and [their] effects [and] tragic impact on many countries, many people…
With climate change and the rise of the ocean levels, we know that Kiribati and Tuvalu,
two low lying atolls are losing land.The Tuvalu people have bought land in Fiji, in the
highlands because they are losing their home, their land. Climate change will affect all
future generations. That recognition, how we live now, will affect our own families and
all living beings.

III. Finally, and this is not a principal but there is a strong emphasis on cultivating simplicity
contentment. I love the saying: ‘live simply so others may simply live’ We have the
opportunity to have the most incredible wealth and the experiences and material goods
but what is that doing to ourselves, our own souls, our own spiritual beings and to the
rest of the world.”

Zuleylha, an academic in Islamic Spirituality also spoke of three principles that we need to consider
when we think of about the value of our environment in the greater context. She stated these to be:

1. The potential of everything
2. The value of everything and, basically,
3. The inter-dependence of everything.

“When we talk about potential. Islam teaches us that everything has potential. So everything,
humans for example, are created in the best of forms, so it’s just a matter of time for that form to
realise its potential and become great. What we see is that a lot of Muslim scholars use the seed
analogy or the tree analogy to talk about the potential of humans. I think this connection and the
trees or nature is really important because, first you can visualise it, you can see the difference
between a seed and a tree and you can see the potential growth of any individual being is great. It’s
also important because it connects human beings to the natural environment, so this in itself creates



empathy or creates a connection with the environment in the sense that as individuals, as humans,
we all know that we would all be pretty much devastated if we were not able to realise our potential
so if we are a seed and don’t get a chance to grow into a full tree, we think well the same goes for
the environment, the habitat. It they are not able to realised their potential, it would just as
devasting for it. That affinity that is established between ourselves and the environment is really
important because what we want for ourselves, we want for the natural environment too. That’s the
potential.

The other thing is the value. In the Islamic tradition, everything is seen as being valuable. The key
reason for that is that everything is a reflection or a manifestation of God’s name. In a way,
everything becomes a reminder of Gods… mirroring, based on their capacity, of God. So it creates an
affinity, a connection with everything in the environment because everything is a reminder of God.
Everything is a creation of God. There’s a mystic poet who said that: “We love the Creation because
of the Creator” so naturally, every creation becomes loved. When you look at the environment from
this perspective, a tree for example is no longer seen as a wooden skeleton but seen as art work
made by God. A flower is no longer seen as a pretty entity but seen as a beautiful creation,
reminding the observer of the Creator’s beauty.

The interdependence is such an important part again, how we look at the environment. The Quran
actually mentions: “No living creature is there moving on Earth, no bird flying on its two wings but
are they are communities just like you”. So the point where it states, “… they are communities just
like you”, position ecosystems in the same league as human societies, so they are seen as being just
as important in their communities as we are. This leads to the conclusion that there are many
concurrently existing and independent ecosystems. We know this but it draws our attention to it so
not unlike the human society so we have a responsibility towards humanity but we also have
responsibility towards the ecosystems and ensuring that they are not damaged, they are not
destroyed and this you can say is part of the general prohibition not to cause corruption on earth.
Corruption on earth or our responsibilities on earth isn’t just towards human beings and ensuring
there’s peaceful environment there but the ecosystem is also maintained is part of our responsibility
as to not cause corruption on earth.

These three things are very important and this is why faith and our world view is very important,
when you start your journey in life or continue this journey in life with this world view where
everything is valuable, everything has great potential and there are communities that need to be
protected, your reactions, responses or decision-making would therefore be one that’s more
cautious and careful because you’re dealing with the sacred.”

Rabbi Shamir stated that, “One of the big picture goals of Judaism is that we try to live life with a
sense of balance. I was drawn to Andrew [from Cartitas Australia] was saying about the Biblical
narrative, chapter one of Genesis, subduing the world and being at the top of the pyramid. I think
it’s an extremely important text to talk about for two reasons:

1. It’s only half of the story. There are two differing, and many would argue contradictory
stories of creation in chapters one and two of Genesis, which I think are very important to
this issue.

2. The second chapter, the story of the Garden of Eden is all about mankind’s relationship to
the earth and being one of: to serve and to protect the earth – the garden.

Two different sides of the coin, humanity’s relationship to the world is on the one hand: subjugation,
subduing it and on the other hand, serving it. You couldn’t have greater polar opposites. The truth is
the language that in Hebrew that describes that word, subduing it, is a very unique word in Hebrew.
There’s a beautiful commentary that says that word is related to he Hebrew word for ‘descend’,



which is quite different from subdue. The way that the commentary explains it is: ‘If we stand on top
of the pyramid and control the world around us in an enlightened and sustainable, appropriate
respectful manner, one that doesn’t ignore the fact that we are also the gardeners not just the
controllers, if we do it in an appropriate way, then we will continue to have opportunity to be one of
the most powerful beings, as it were, on the planet. But if we don’t do it in an appropriate and
sustainable way, says this text from 1,000 years ago, then we will descend and the world will
dominate us. So I put it to us to think about, where are we in that calculus:

o Are we moving in a way that represents dignity, glory and majesty, looking after the world
around us? Using it in a way that’s sustainable for our needs? Taking care of it?

o Or are struggling to deal with it in a way that we’re feeling like we’re descending underneath
and being swallowed up by it?

It’s really up to us to how we choose to do this.

It makes sense that the entities with the greatest abilities in this world are the ones that have the
greatest responsibility for taking care of it.

I might share a text from several thousand years ago. It has this image of God taking mankind
through the world on a guided tour of the world, saying, ‘Look how majestic this world is that I have
created. It’s there for you to use but don’t destroy any of it, don’t diminish it because if you do,
who’s going to be around to take care of it? ‘

Meaning: on the one sense, we have wonder with which we approach the world, it’s just such an
amazing garden that we’re privileged to be able to be part of it… On the other hand, we have to
recognise that given our unique intellectual and other abilities, who else is going to look after the
world, if not us? The buck stops with us. We have the responsibility to do that.

Balance I think is the key here. Living life with a sense of balance.”

Diane Racine, eco-theologian, had some valuable words which can summarise what the Season of
Creation, a time when we are called to specifically focus on the care of our common home, calls
from us. She stated that first she was, “… The Season of Creation offers the opportunity to bring
light and joy to our lives, despite the pandemic, despite climate change. It’s an opportunity for all of
us to unravel what does it mean for the earth to be reborn annually… It’s a great opportunity to be
inclusive of all sorts of ways that Christians and others have understood our relationship with the
rest of creation. It’s an opportunity to be very positive, planting trees and being more critical of our
own practices, using plastics. An opportunity for churches to critique the way they position
themselves, endeavouring to be more out looking. To me, everything has come together in this
Season and it reminds us again, that this Western philosophical notion of separating the mind and
reason and this cognitive approach to the way we read the scriptures or the way we understand
Christian faith, is so foolish and such a brief moment in time when you think of its long history when
you think of people engaging in the world in a very physical way in the soil – it’s taking apart that
Western philosophical division of body and soul and reminding us that it’s in the connection we are
closest to God”.


