
New Directions on Gathering for Eucharist in this COVID-19 Environment
Many would have heard that there has been some ease of restrictions by our
state government and accordingly, we have received direction from our
Archdiocese on gathering for worship. We may now have a maximum of ten
people attending mass with the required hygiene practices in place.

The Liturgy Committee met to consider how we can open our church for
service at this time. Apart from our parishioners’ spiritual needs and desires,
we also considered the Parish and Mission workload on Fr John, the personnel
required to monitor and assist at the masses and the hygiene requirements
necessary for each gathering. We also had to look closely at a fair practice of
only having 10 people at mass, knowing that so many are eagerly waiting to
return.

Therefore, the Liturgy Committee has decided for the time being that our
Sunday masses will continue as recorded masses only. However, as of next
week, i.e. 21 and 22 May, we are re-opening the church for our Thursday 11.00
a.m. mass at Sacred Heart and our 9.00 a.m. Friday mass at St Columba for ten
people at a time. The state government and the Archdiocese has asked us to
put a number of safeguards in place. Therefore, all who wish attend one of
these masses are required to do the following:

I. You will have to register with the Parish Office or via the website,
stating which mass you would like to attend. We will take your name
and contact number, plus an email if you have one. All those who
register go onto a roster and we contact you to let you know which
date you will be able to attend. If it is not convenient, then you let us
know so we can offer the place to someone else.Your name will
remain on the roster for another time.

II. When you arrive at Mass, the Pastoral Associate (mass monitor), will
greet you and check your details and offer you the hand-sanitiser.

III. You will be directed to designated seating. We ask that you
remember to maintain the appropriate social distancing at all times
(i.e. 1.5 metres from one another).

IV. If you wish, you are welcome to bring and wear your own mask
and/or disposals gloves. If you wish to dispose of these before leaving
the church, a rubbish bin will be placed near the exit for this purpose.
All are asked not to leave anything behind.

V. You need to be on time as we are directed to lock that doors once
mass begins.



VI. At each church, entry is only through the front door and exit is only
through the side door (Neptune Street for Sacred Heart and
Normandy Road for St Columba). The Mass monitor will be
responsible for opening and closing all doors.

VII. When leaving, you will have the opportunity to sanitise your hands.
VIII. At this point, there will be no need for people to assist with setting-

up for the mass or putting things away after the mass. Fr John and
the Pastoral Associate will deal with this.

IX. As before the lockdown, Communion will only take place under the
species of bread. With the small numbers at these masses, there
won’t be a need for Eucharist Ministers. Fr John will be giving
communion with a mask on and will duly sanitise his hands.

X. After every mass, we will be wiping down all the touch points, seating
areas, sacred vessels etc.

While this is not how we are used to gathering and will feel awkward to begin
with, it is what we have to do in these circumstances. However, remember
that all our parishioners are being held in prayer at every mass, whether
physically present or not. We will work to ensure that all who register have the
opportunity to attend mass at some stage.

Those considering attending these masses need to think about their own
health and whether being present is in one’s own best interests. You are
welcome to talk to Fr John or Christine further on this.

Finally, for the time being, we will not be opening the church for private
devotion because of the hygiene and personnel requirements and our ability to
meet these at this time. Remember that this is all temporary and things will
change over time.

Let us all be mindful of caring and protecting each other, especially our most
vulnerable as we begin to regather for the Eucharist.


